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SUB J : LIFE IN CAMBODIA 

1. THERE CONTINUES TO BE A TRICKLE OF CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 
ARRIVING IN THAILAND DAILY, BUT NO LARGE MOVEMENTS. RTG 
ESTIMATES THERE ARE 12,957 CAMBODIANS CURRENTLY IN COUNTRY. 
(NOTE THAT THIS IS A LOWER FIGURE THAN EARLIER OFFICIAL 
ESTIMATES IN THE 19,000 RANGE; THE RTG HAS REMOVED ETHNIC 
THAI PREVIOUSLY LIVING INSIDE CAMBODIA FROM THE ROLLS.) 

2. FAIRLY TYPICAL OF THE STORIES RECOUNTED BY NEW ARRIVALS 
IS THIS DESCRIPTION OF LIFE BY A FAMILY OF SEVEN PERSONS WHO 
REACHED PONG NAM RON (CHANTHABURI PROVINCE) AT THE END OF 
OCTOBER IN AN EMACIATED STATE. PREVIOUSLY WORKING IN PAILIN. 
THEY WERE MOVED AT THE FALL OF CAMBODIA TO AN AREA 16KM SE 
OF THAT CITY, WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN FARMING EVER SINCE. THEY 
SAID LIFE IS TERRIBLE, WITH NO RICE LEFT TO EAT AT ALL. 

THEY ARE FED RICE HUSKS. EXECUTIONS ARE BECOMING FREQUENT 
AGAIN, PARTICULARLY OF ANYONE WITH EDUCATION. THEY NOTED 
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THERE IS NOT ENOUGH FOOD TO GO AROUND. 

3. THE FAMILY CONTINUED THAT, AFTER WORKING IN THE FIELDS 
ALL DAY, THE KC STRICTLY CONTROL THE PEOPLE AND DO NOT 
PERMIT SOCIALIZING AT NIGHT; EVERYONE JUST GOES TO BED. 

AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK A KC MILITARY TYPE WITH THE TITLE 
OF SOMETHING AKIN TO VILLAGE LEADER ORGANIZES A SESSION 
TO EXPLAIN WHAT COMMUNISM IS. THE MILITARY PREFER THAT 
THE POPULATION REFERS TO THEM AS THE LIBERATION FORCES. 

FINALLY, THE FAMILY REPORTED THAT THEY HAVE SEEN NO 
FOREIGNERS SINCE THE FALL OF CAMBODIA. 

4. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MINOR VARIATIONS, THE ABOVE IS THE 
USUAL STORY ONE NOW HEARS FROM REFUGEES WHO HAVE HAD A 
VERY LIMITED PERSPECTIVE FOR THE PAST 7-8 MONTHS. 

WHITEHOUSE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, PERSONAL OPINION, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGKO23802 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750395-0560 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 152/aaaabtyu. tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 MAY 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <18 NOV 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIFE IN CAMBODIA 

TAGS: SREF, PINT, CB, TH 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



